
How can the UK 
turbocharge its ambition 
to create a science and 
technology superpower?

In 2021, the former Prime Minister, Boris 
Johnson, first set out the ambition of making 
the UK a scientific superpower by 2030. 
The current incumbent in Downing Street, 
Rishi Sunak, also has this goal as one of his 
main priorities, with the creation of the new 
Department for Science, Innovation and 
Technology. But what more must be done to 
turn the ambition into a reality?

To identify strategies to help the UK become a 
science and technology superpower, Pragmatic 
convened a parliamentary roundtable to 
facilitate a discussion between policy makers, 
technology and science business leaders, 
investors, government agencies, think tanks 
and industry bodies. This document provides  
an overview of the key themes raised during  
that discussion.

Celebrating our successes
The first message was very clear: we need to shout about  
our successes.

We are all familiar with Silicon Valley, but too many people are 
unaware of the breadth and depth of scientific and technological 
innovation that’s taking place around the UK. 

How can the UK Government provide platforms to celebrate and 
promote successful UK science and technology companies – 
not just overseas, but within the UK as well? This would help 
promote businesses to investors, provide role models to start-
ups, and signpost career opportunities to our next generation of 
engineers and scientists.

Changing our approach  
to tech investment
But that promotion must be twinned with greater ambition 
around securing investment, particularly from domestic 
sources, for our start-ups and scale-ups. 

There was a consensus that this begins with an attitude shift from 
the current mentality of trying to minimise losses when choosing 
investments, to a more growth-minded way of “how can we 
maximise our gains?”

To achieve this, we also need greater sharing of expertise to 
guide investors in what can often be highly technical and complex 
areas. The existing network of catapults provide a good basis in 
this regard, but government should examine other approaches to 
‘marrying’ innovators with investors.



www.pragmaticsemi.com
© 2023 Pragmatic. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or part is prohibited without prior written permission from the copyright holder.
Pragmatic is a trading name and trademark of Pragmatic Semiconductor Limited, a company registered in England and Wales with the
company number 07423954.  The information within this document is believed to be accurate and reliable and does not form part of any 
quotation or contract. Pragmatic does not accept any liability for any consequence of its use. V1, 2023

Manufacturing and commercialisation
The third message that emerged from the roundtable 
discussion, was that the Government can also take a leading 
role in helping to underpin the success of our science and 
technology companies.

It needs to create a level playing field with overseas markets, 
offering incentives for technology companies to invest in the UK 
and base manufacturing here. 

Government can play a key role in helping companies to 
commercialise their innovation. In some cases, finding that first 
customer is the barrier to getting a good idea off the ground; the 
Government could be that first customer, leveraging public sector 
procurement power to underpin our science and technology 
sector. The Government must lead by example and be prepared to 
take a risk in order to support growth.

Creating our next generation  
of talent
Finally, there was agreement that the Government needs to 
take steps to help our science and technology companies 
recruit the skills and talent needed to underpin the success  
of the sector.

That means making it easier for people in high-skill jobs to come 
to the UK, through a review of the current visa arrangements. 
Currently these are complex and costly, particularly for SMEs that 
are ill equipped to navigate and afford the process.

Also, we need to examine how we engender a love of science 
and engineering in schools, encourage even more partnerships 
between businesses and universities, and ensure that roles in the 
sector pay well enough to attract the best graduates. 

About the roundtable
The roundtable was held on Tuesday 7th February 2023 in the 
Jubilee Room in the Palace of Westminster. It was kindly hosted 
and chaired by Paul Howell MP, Member of Parliament for 
Sedgefield. A full list of attendees will be published as part of the 
full report.

Next steps
The insights shared during the parliamentary roundtable, are 
now being combined with research into the views of science 
and technology business leaders, to create a full report and 
recommendations to government.

To receive a copy when the report is published, please register at
www.pragmaticsemi.com/parliamentary-roundtable
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